Londres
L]

Bruselas

b e CAR TOURISM

0 oh 2 : _. e awu‘) omr 27% a,(’war (ooQ Le&»‘«})
o erceona o A et at tﬁe ) tﬁe ma, t§z ﬁvn.bﬂ}’en &

wxo mamcl) to Aee

0y A Endless Cantabria
7 Cantabria

Tourist Information Telephone
(+34)901 111 112
turismodecantabria.com

(d;(}BIERNO
e
CANTABRIA

CONSRSR PSS >
e : GOBIERNO

. L7, s de
CANTABRIA

CONSEJERIA DE CULTURA,

IBERIAF fﬂfﬂf‘fﬂgﬁﬂnﬂf £ 1 TURISMO Y DEPORTE

AR NDSTHRLE




L T S Y oyt '&,.i

*
!

AR

Table of contents

Introduction 3

General map of routes 4

Zones:
Liébana 6
Nansa 9
Suances-San Vicente...... 12
Cabuérniga 15
Besaya 18
Campoo/Valderredible........... 21
Santander 24
Pas, Miera, Pisuena............ 27
Trasmiera. 30
Ason-Soba 33
East Coast 36

CAR TOURISM IN CANTABRIA

Published by: Government of Cantabria
(Sociedad Regional de Turismo de Cantabria, S.A.)
Design and typesetting: © C&C Publicidad, S.A.
Photography: Archive C&C Publicidad, S.A.,
Sociedad Regional de Turismo de Cantabria, S.A.,
Caja Cantabria Social Work

Text: © C&C Publicidad, S.A.

Printed by: Artes Graficas Quinzanos, S.L.
Translations: Babel

Legal deposit: SA-1376-2006

Printed in Spain 2006



Car tourism
in Cantabria

The best way to get to know a country is to explore its roads, to discover
its natural beauty, to contemplate its historical legacy, to speak to its
people and to delight in its gastronomy. Cantabria is an exceedingly
attractive region which shows the visitor its splendour in each section of
its large and modern motorways and in the winding roads which go
through villages and natural landscapes.

This guide includes 11 suggestions for routes by car which cover Cantabria
from the high coastal cliffs to the foothills of the Picos de Europa mountain
range and which invite a closer look at the contrasts and peculiarities of
this infinite region: long beaches, secluded coves, fishing villages, emerald-
green meadows, forests with their own fables, high mountains hiding
small villages which still practise the ancestral way of life, rich historic
and artistic heritage, traditional flavours... an invitation to adventure to
lose yourself in a unique landscape and to sit back and enjoy the best
that Cantabria has to offer.

These pages will take you through Liébana, the Nansa and Lamason
valleys, the West Coast, Cabuérniga, the basins of the Rivers Pas and
Besaya, Campoo and Valderredible, the Pas, Pisuefia and Miera valleys,
Trasmiera, the Ason and Soba valleys, the East Coast and Santander.
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Liébana
From Unquera to Fuente Dé

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 90 Km.

Delimited by the Cantabrian Mountain Range and the Picos de Europa
where these two high massifs join is the incomparable region of Liébana,
with spectacular scenery. The outstanding geographical uniqueness of
this area is emphasised by the peculiarity of its climate and flora which
are different from the rest of Cantabria. Amongst its attractions it is
worth highlighting the authentic character of its villages and a rich
historical artistic heritage which includes sites of great interest. The route
joins the sea and the peaks of the Picos de Europa, passing through deep

gorges and along middle mountain roads.

Unquera.- This marks the separation line between Asturias and
Cantabria, delimited by the Tina Mayor estuary, along which the River
Deva flows into the sea.

A stop must be made in Unquera to sample the famous sweet pastries
called “corbatas” and, when in season, elvers. The N-621 starts here
which, after a short section through Asturias, enters Cantabria again to

head for Liébana.

La Hermida Gorge.- This natural access to Liébana is an impressive
gorge, 20km long excavated by the River Deva in the limestone rocks of
the Picos de Europa, which reaches a depth, at some parts, of up to 600
metres. From Urddn, in the gorge, is the starting point of the “Urdén to
Tresviso ascent”, the mountain route which ends in the village of Tresviso,
famous for its piquant blue cheese. La Hermida is a few kilometres away,
from where the CA-282 starts in the direction of the Lamason valley and
in the opposite direction the road to Bejes, which shares the “Quesos

Bejes-Tresviso” denomination of origin for its cheese.



Lebena.- After passing through the gorge you will immediately find e

£
the small village of Lebefia, located on the banks of the River Deva, which =

5
is home to one of the region’s architectonic treasures, the Mozarabic -
Church of Santa Maria, from the 10th century. %
Piasca.- The route leaves the N-621 in Ojedo and takes the CA-184 for f.

approximately the next 8 kilometres, going through the localities of

Frama and Cabezdn de Liébana, until taking the CA-872 which ends in
Piasca, where some of the most important Romanesque buildings in

Cantabria still survive: the Monastery of Santa Maria.

Potes.- At this point you have to go back part of the path to Ojedo
to take the N-621 again in the direction of Potes, the main locality of the
region. It is worth highlighting the Infantado Tower and the Tower of
Orejon de la Lama, from where you can reach the medieval Old Quarter
crossing the bridge over the River Quiviesa. The entire town is full of
large houses and traditional dwellings which invite the visitor to lose

themselves in its narrow streets and corners.

Mog I’OVEjO.- The route leaves Potes taking the CA-185. Less than 1
kilometre away is the road to the Monastery of Santo Toribio. This

is the gothic building which holds the Lignum Crucis, the e
largest piece of the Cross of Christ and a destination
for pilgrims which, along with Rome, Jerusalem and
Santiago de Compostela, is celebrating its Jubilee | . .
Year. The route returns to the CA-185 until g Gt
the fork for the CA887 to take the road
to Mogrovejo, one of the most
beautiful and best preserved villages

in Liébana.



Fuente Dé.- After returning to the CA-185, the route follows the
road to Fuente Dé, passing through Los Llanos, Cosgaya, Las llces and
Espinama, from where a road goes to the Aliva Passes, in the heart of
the Picos de Europa. Following the CA-185, and after approximately 4
kilometres, you can enjoy the spectacular view of Fuente Dé, a former
glacier at the end of which a block of the central massif of the Picos de
Europa soars up. The cable car station is at your feet. With the exception
of 800 metres difference in height, in a little more than 1.5 kilometres
you reach the station at the top where there is a visitor centre located
at 1,850 metres altitude. From here, there is a panoramic view of the
immense beauty of the high Cantabrian peaks and the deep Lebaniego

valleys.

Gastronomy

Liébana has a rich gastronomy

which, in part, benefits from the

microclimate prevalent in the area.

BEJES Y TRESVISO CHEESE.

It continues with the important tradition
of cheese production (with a regulated denomination of origin), especially
the “Quesucos of Liébana” (full fat cheese) and the Bejes-Tresviso piquant
blue cheese, as well as wild boar and deer sausages. The typical dish is
the cocido lebaniego (Lebaniego stew) based on chickpeas. Liébana also
produces honey, pulses, very good fruit and dried fruits and the famous
Orujo liqueur. Many of these products can be purchased in the traditional
market which is held every Monday in Potes. This market is a rendezvous

for Lebaniegos and an important selling point for indigenous foods and

drinks for visitors.




Nansa Basin

L1

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 50 Km.

3
o
This route goes through the beautiful landscapes of the River Nansa Basin
depicted in literature by the Cantabrian Costumbrismo writer José Maria h
de Pereda in his book “Pefias Arriba”. The River Nansa is fed by the _;
springs and small rivers which have their source in the mountainsides of
the Pefia Labra and Peiia Sagra mountains flowing through stunning :
scenery until reaching its mouth in Pesués, next to the Tina Menor estuary. i
Extensive beech and oak forests, villages replete with noble houses and i
an excellent indigenous gastronomy accompany the visitor throughout T
the route.
P
Pesués.- The starting point of the route is initiated with an impressive v
view over the Tina Menor estuary, mouth of the River Nansa, which flows
through coastal mountains and whose view from Alto de Pechon is "
magnificent. -'

Cades.- In Pesués you have to take the CA-181 and .
PESUES.~ 1

without losing sight of the course of the River Nansa

J 18-V

CADES . /
| RABAGO

CELIS
!
18th century and which, after its reconstruction 9"

k-

you arrive at Cades, in the municipality of Herrerias,

where there is a former ironworks from the

as a museum, shows visitors what the old i PUENTENANSA

ironworks and the iron-forging trade were 5
like, which at that time was of great

importance in the Saja-Nansa context.

SALCEDA S L T
Cruz de Cabezuela g

i
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El Soplao Cave.- Heading towards the south you reach the crossroads
Puente El Arrudo, and further ahead the localities of Rabago and Celis,

which give access to El Soplao Cave, open to the public since July 2005.

Puentenansa.- The route ascends to the municipality of Rionansa,
passing through its capital, Puentenansa, the crossroads from where you
can access the Carmona and Cabuérniga valleys, to the east or Lamason,
to the west on the mountainsides of Pefia Sagra. The route continues
towards the south along the CA-281 until reaching the village of Cosio,
in the confluence of the River Vendul with the River Nansa, full of noble
tales and Indian houses, the fruit of their owners’ melancholy. Taking the
CA-860 you reach San Sebastian de Garabandal, famous for its visions of

Mary.

Tudanca.- The CA-281 leads to the municipality of Tudanca and goes
through the villages of Sarceda and Santotis before reaching the municipal
capital: Tudanca, a premedieval settlement characterised by traditional
architecture. The House-Museum of José Maria de Cossio is outstanding,
the library of which preserves valuable manuscripts: by José Maria de
Pereda, a copy of “La Familia de Pascual Duarte” (“The Family of Pascual
Duarte"”) by Camilo José Cela, translations by Manuel Azafia and an entire

collection of poems handwritten by the authors themselves.

La Cohilla Reservoir.- surrounded by tight bends, the road leads
to the highest part of the Nansa basin and a spectacular view can be seen
of the landscape where nature and man are joined in the Cohilla reservoir
in the heart of the Polaciones valley. This is a valley with its own character
and culture due to its relief, vegetation, fauna, climate, history and its

ancestral customs enclosed in the 13 hamlets dotted around the area.




La Cruz de Cabezuela.- on the mountainsides of Pefia Labra,
very close to the border with Liébana and the hamlet of Salceda, is the
viewpoint La Cruz de Cabezuela, from where there are exceptional
panoramic views of the Picos de Europa, the Lebaniego valleys and the
Cantabrian peaks of Pefa Labra, Coriscao or Pefa Prieta. There are

extensive beech and oak forests in the surroundings of the viewpoint.

El Soplao Cave

With over 6,500 documented |
natural caves, Cantabria is
internationally renowned for its

abundant underground caverns.

The cave of El Soplao, which lies
between the municipalities of
Valdaliga, Herrerias and Rionansa,
can be accessed through the village
of Rabago. It is one of the region’s finest examples and has been adapted
for visits by all publics. The cave and mine complex is entered on a mine
train, which has two possible routes: the first, 1.2 km along a track free
from architectural obstacles and the only restriction is that visitors must
be aged six or over; the second route is the “speleo-adventure” route

whose length varies according to the characteristics

of the group, members of which must be over

the age of 16. Visitors to the cave can observe

the fascinating eccentric crystal formations,

stalactites, stalagmites, flowstone, “nests

of cave pearls” or pisolites.
Information: Call Centre: 902 820 282




West Coast

From Suances
to San Vicente de la Barquera

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 36 Km.

This section of the coast is a perfect example of the typical coexistence
between the countryside and the sea in Cantabria, with extensive pastures
and gentle hills, interspersed with coves, beaches and fishing ports.
Although there is a good motorway which allows covering this section
of coast in very little time, there are also comfortable secondary roads
in good condition which pass through the attractions in the area.

This route passes through rugged landscapes, along roads flanked inland
by steeper and steeper mountains and towards the coast by beautiful
cliffs.

Suances.- The route starts in the seafaring locality of Suances, one
of the most outstanding tourist hubs in the area thanks to its beaches.
Take the CA-351 which goes through the villages of Tagle and Ubiarco.
The latter, belonging to the
municipality of Santillana del Mar,
has the Santa Justa beach. The
origins of its name are in the cliff
rocks where the chapel
commemorating this Saint is

located.

CHAPEL OF SANTA JUSTA.
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ALTAMIRA BISON.

Santillana del Mar.- The road, which climbs between meadows

up to the viewpoint from which magnificent views of the area’s cliffs can

be seen, goes to Santillana del Mar. This medieval town of cobbled streets
is classified as being a Historical Artistic Site and, for decades, has been ‘_Z:
one of the most important cultural centres in Cantabria. The town is ‘-
structured around various highly-defined function centres such as the 3
Plaza de las Arenas, overlooked by the Collegiate Church; the Plaza de

Ramon Pelayo, which was originally the Plaza del Mercado overlooked .

by the Merino and Don Borja Towers, as well as the Town Hall and the
area of the Regina Coeli and San lldefonso Convents.
From there, by taking the fork along the CA-133 and 134, you reach the

Altamira National Museum. i

Cobreces.- The route follows the CA-131 to Cobreces, the coastal
village which, in addition to boasting a lovely beach called Luafia beach, i
has various districts which have mountain houses dating back to the 18th
century and interesting religious buildings. Amongst these, it is worth -4

highlighting the Cistercian Abbey of Santa Maria
Santa  SUANCES

de Viaceli built in 1908. Parque g
de Oyambre UBIARCO e
+ COMILLAS CA-131
SAN VICENTE ¢ T2 s .?" —
DE LA BARQUERA | OBRECES ?*NT/LLANA
3 .| REVILLA . DEL MAR
P
F

e
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Comillas.- The route reachés Comilla.s, declared as a Historical Art.istic Site.
This town, which was a summer holiday destination for the Spanish royal family,
has an old quarter with buildings of great architectonic importance such as
the Sobrellano Palace, the Pontifical University and Gaudi’s Caprice. Its small

harbour, surrounded by typical bars, is still an active fishing port.

San Vicente de la Barquera.- The CA-131 goes through Oyambre
Natural Park until reaching La Revilla, from where the N-634 crosses the
estuary until San Vicente de la Barquera. This is a predominantly seafaring
and fishing town and has magnificent beaches with different characteristics.
From El Merén, a long sandy beach, to beaches such
as Gerra or Santillan, which appear beneath steep cliffs
or El Sable, a small beach bathed by the calm water of
the San Vicente estuary. As part of its architectonic
heritage it is worth highlighting its Puebla Alta (Old
Quarter), declared a Historical Artistic Site and amongst
whose most significant buildings is the castle from the

14th century and the gothic Church of Santa Maria de
los Angeles. SAN VICENTE DE LA

BARQUERA COAT OF ARMS.

Oyambre Natural Park

Declared a Natural Park in 1988, is one of the most beautiful coastal areas
in Cantabria. It has a surface area of 5,000 hectares, distributed amongst
the municipalities of San Vicente de la Barquera, Valdaliga and Comillas.
The Oyambre Natural Park is outstanding due to its natural and geographical
diversity home to examples of the different ecosystems indigenous to the
Cantabrian coast. It includes two estuaries, that of San Vicente de la Barquera
and La Rabia, both of which are outstanding for their beauty. Within the
park there are also beaches and dunes on the sandy stretches of Oyambre
and Meron with the rest of the park being comprised of cliffs, meadows

and small rural nuclei.



The Cabuérniga Valley
From Cabezén de la Sal
to Barcena Mayor

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 30 Km.

This route coincides with the so-called “Route of the Foramontanos”
which is referred to as such due to the path which the Cantabrians took
when they left the mountains after the Reconquest, to repopulate the
lands of Castile.

The entire zone is an immense forest of changing tones, with extensive
areas covered with hazel, birch, willow, oak, beech or elm amongst other
tree species, dotted with small villages characterised by stone houses with

large terraces and balconies.

Cabezén de la Sal.- The starting point of the route is Cabez6n
de la Sal, one of the main localities in Cantabria which still has a
considerable number of typical streets and houses. Take the CA-180 to

Cabuérniga valley.

Ca rrejo.- Located at the edge of the road,
this village's distinguishing feature is the
large quantity of mountain houses it
contains. One of them, the house-palace
of Los Haces is used by the Nature
Museum of Cantabria. The route
reaches the bridge of Santa Lucia

over the River Saja and goes inland

along Cabuérnigo fields and forests.
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Ucieda.- Taking a brief fork from the CA- 180,
the route heads deep into Ucieda. This is a village
formed by a grouping of three neighbourhoods in
which there are traditional mountain style houses
and palaces. Following a forest track, the path goes deep into the

mountains of the Saja-Besaya Natural Park.

Ruente.- Returning to the CA-180 takes you to Ruente, the capital
of the municipality sharing the same name. Ruente continues to be an
excellent architectonic site in which the Mier Palace and Nogalera House
j are outstanding. The same village has “La Fuentona”, a natural spring
which has its source inside a cave forming a stream which flows through

the entire village, over which a unique bridge with eight eyes is constructed.

Carmona.- In the locality of Valle take the CA-182 which, by passing
through the Carmona Gorge, leads to the locality with the same name,

considered as a Historical Artistic Site. The streets and neighbourhoods
of this village are constructed relatively uniformly with typical
regional houses many of which have the family coat

1 &. - of arms on the facade. The masonry stone arches
and the terraces adorned with flowers round off

the beautiful aesthetics of this Carmoniego hamlet.

{ Barcena Mayor.- To reach this destination, follow
‘ the road to Valle and then take the CA-280 which goes
through the localities of Teran, Selores, Renedo and Fresneda
and which goes into the Saja valleys. The route takes a fork
along the CA-817 to Barcena Mayor. This locality is located
on the banks of the River Argoza, which flows through
this hamlet and which can be crossed using an old

stone bridge.



Barcena Mayor still has the typical atmosphere reminiscent of its remote é
origins some of which date back to the 9th century with a peculiar, very

3
dense and concentrated architectonic layout. E

Architecture of Cabuerniga

The entire valley is replete with very valuable, homogeneous and
representative constructions typical of the region.

They alternate between noble houses and typical houses which reflect
the adaptation of the population to the way of life. In general, the
architectonic model is characterised by
houses with two floors, with a hallway on
the bottom floor and a continuous corridor
on the top floor. The larger houses with
facades presided over by the family coat
of arms and a large terrace are
characterised by including an area for
carriages. Interesting houses with coats
of arms and terraces can be seen in
Renedo, Selores, Valle, etc. And of course
in Carmona. The buildings in Barcena
Mayor are an excellent example of typical
houses in the area. The masonry stonework
and oak are the materials used in

traditional constructions in this area.

CANTABRIAN HOUSE IN CARMONA.




Besaya Basin
The Romanesque Route

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 50 Km.

This route starts in Torrelavega, the capital of the Besaya Valley and the
second most important city in Cantabria. Take the N-611 in the direction
of Reinosa, which will be the final destination of this itinerary. AlImost
at the end of the route you go through Las Hoces, a section which passing
through the mountains and which is an attraction due to the surroundings
and the winding route. The history of this path goes back a long way
since it was frequently used during the era of Roman occupation. Proof
of this are the remains of the Roman Road which can still be seen and
which constitute one of its main attractions.

Throughout the route there are numerous Romanesque examples in
Cantabria, some of which are considered as highly significant examples

hence the reason for calling it the Romanesque Route.

Cartes.- The moment you leave Torrelavega on the N-611 you reach
the locality of Cartes through which is the so-called “Royal Highway"”
which connected Santander to the Castilian plateau. It is a town with a
relevant past, historical artistic examples amongst which are towers, rows

of balconies with turned balusters, arches and family coats of arms.

Its peculiar atmosphere was used by the writer Benito Pérez Galdos, a
frequent visitor to Santander, as a backdrop for one of his novels,

"Marianela”.

Riocorvo.- This is a village which also forms part of the “Royal
Highway" and which has similar characteristics to the previous one: houses
from the 17th and 18th centuries which are laid out around the one

street only.




Santa Maria de Yermo.- By taking the fork for only a few

kilometres along the CA-283 you come across the Church of Santa Maria

de Yermo, which was one of the oldest monasteries in the region. The
church, from the 13th century, is the first in a series of Romanesque

monuments located around the N-611.

Bostronizo.- Take the fork along the CA-706. This village, hidden in the

mountains, is where the Mozarabic Chapel of San Roman de Moroso is erected.

Arenas de Iguﬁa.— Another Romanesque example is the Church of San

Juan Raicedo.

Silid.- This is another village which is reached by leaving the N-611 and
then following the CA-712. Here you can visit the Vijanera Museum with
its peculiar carnival costumes, one of the most traditional and deep-

rooted festivals in Cantabria which is held on the first Sunday of the year.

Barcena de Pie de Concha.- This village, reached
by taking the N-611 again, is lovely for having a stroll.

Worthy of mention is the Romanesque Church of San

. . TORRELAVEGA
Cosme y San Damian and the Roman road which goes f‘
to Pesquera. v
RIOCORVO
Cervatos.- This final point of the route is reached SANTAMARIA
after passing through Reinosa. Cervatos is home to
: 0s

the Collegiate Church of San Pedro, one of the most s A

ARENAS DE IGURA

highly-valued monuments from the Romanesque

period in the region, milestone in the “Route of o A B D

Besaya"”, which forms part of The Way of St. James. i A

The decoration of its doorway is outstanding,
with archivolts and animalistic capitols and story-

telling modillions representing sins of the flesh. REINOSA

L™

~ CERVATOS




ROMAN ROA.

Roman Road

One of the key instruments for the advance
of the Roman Empire were the roads. In
our region, one of the most important
ones ran through the Besaya valley,
currently being converted in some sections.
It connected the city of Julidbriga, a key
Roman centre in Cantabria ensconced in
the Campoo valley, to Portus Bledium,
today the town of Suances. Currently the
most accessible route for the visitor are
the five kilometres between Somaconcha
and Pie de Concha which can be covered
by foot against a beautiful natural

backdrop.



Campoo
and Valderredible{

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 80 Km. <

The regions of Campoo and Valderredible are replete

ALTO-CAMPOO S
K} RESORT.

with nature and beautiful landscapes.

Their historical remains, such as the
Roman road or the vestiges of the city of Julidbriga, coexist with more
modern tourist attractions such as the ski resort of Alto Campoo or the
enjoyment of nature and the practice of nautical sports in the Ebro

reservoir.

Fontibre.- The source of Europe’s largest river is the symbolic starting
point of this route. From there, along the CA-183, you reach Reinosa,
capital of the Campurriano region. Once there take the N-611 and then

immediately the CA-730 which goes to Retortillo.

Juliébriga.- Retortillo contains the ruins of the city of Julidbriga, the
most important of the settlements built by the Romans

in Cantabria. There is a Visitor's Centre called

la “Domus”, in which a Roman dwelling

is recreated in great detail. ’ -
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CHURCH VALLE DEL EBRO.

PANTORTILLAS DE REINOSA.

Continuing along the same road you
reach the locality of Arroyo, on the
banks of the Ebro reservoir, the largest

area of fresh water in Cantabria.

Montesclaros.- Located on a high
piece of land from where there is ample
territory is the Monastery of
Montesclaros. This haven of peace is
reached by taking the fork from the CA-
735. It is even possible to find
accommodation in its facilities.

Continue several kilometres along the
CA-741 until Arroyal, and from there
along the CA-272to Villanueva de
la Nia. From this locality, following
the course of the Ebro along the CA-
272 and from Polientes, the CA-274, you
reach two nuclei of great interest:
Arroyuelos, with a very interesting
cave church and San Martin de
Elines, a little further away, with an
outstanding Romanesque collegiate

church.




The Ebro reservoir

In spite of its human
origins, the Ebro reservoir
is of great natural and
landscape interest. In
addition to its fish farming
wealth, it is extremely
important for birds and
acts as a reference point
on migratory routes. Its
deep water acts as a

resting and feeding area o=

for many birds some of FERO RESERVOIR
whom spend the winter and breed their young in this area. Due to the
high faunal interest, the Ebro reservoir is considered as a National Refuge
for Aquatic Birds with hunting prohibited along its banks.

The surroundings formed by gently rolling hills of oak and repopulations
of wild pine round off its landscape attractions. Moreover, its calm water
is an ideal framework for practising water sports such as windsurfing,
sailing, rowing and even canoeing and rafting. (Alto Ebro Centre of

Environmental Education) Tel.: 625 345 003).
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3 S'u'rroundi'ngs
3 of Santander

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 50 Km.

g

Santander, the capital of Cantabria, is an excellent destination for tourism.
- Small in size, modern and cosmopolitan, it offers visitors the possibility
of undertaking various thematic routes along its beaches, natural spaces,
monuments or enjoying cultural or leisure activities amongst other things.

Moreover, there are interesting places nearby which offer various

attractions for visiting.

La Virgen del Mar.- his is on the
outskirts of Santander, popular for its beach
and the chapel on a small island dedicated
to the patron saint of Santander. To get
there, take the fork on the right from the

CA-231 when passing through the locality
of Corban.

Liencres.- on the way back to the CA-

231, to the west, you reach Liencres. It is

REGATTA PARTICIPANTS IN THE MAGDALENA.

worth highlighting the scenery round the
beaches of Canallave, Valdearenas and
Somocuevas. These beaches, moreover, form
part of the dune system located in the
mouth of the River Pas, an area which has
been declared a Natural Park given its
ecological and geomorphological

DUNAS DE LIENCRES NATURAL PARK. impor‘tance_
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N-611 at the end. The village takes its name from a beautiful bridge over

Puente Arce.- This is reached via the same road, connecting to the E

the River Pas. The House of Santillan also deserves mention, named a
Historical Artistic Site built next to a medieval tower. Near Puente Arce,
taking the CA-240, we reach Escobedo de Camargo. Here it is

possible to visit El Pendo prehistoric
cave, which contains the “frieze of the
paintings”, a large panel painted during
the Palaeolithic period with depictions of
animals and other signs. (Book in advance,
Tel.: 942 25 92 14).

Pefa Cabarga.- You can reach the
locality of Boo de Guarnizo by taking the
N-635 to Heras, and once there taking the

CA-412 to ascend to Pefia Cabarga. From the peak of this mountain you

can enjoy one of the most beautiful views of the bay of Santander.

On the way back to the N-635, take the road to Solares and from there
to Pamanes along the N-634. In this village, in a splendid baroque building,
is the Elsedo Palace Modern Art Museum (Tel.: 942 528 273).

Cabarceno.- From Pamanes take the
CA-435 to reach Cabarceno Nature Park,

end of the route.

PUENTE ARCE

PAINTINGS IN EL PENDO CAVE.

Virgen

delMar _ SANTANDER

LIENCRES 2= F
= GUARNIZ -
ESCOBEDO 2%, Pefia Cabarga §
e  SOLARES

CABARCENO J:s??

PAMANES

A-4




AFRICAN FAUNA.

Cabarceno
Nature Park

Cabarceno Nature Park is a unique example of
its kind. A surprising world of nature and
fantasy of 750 hectares only 15 Km from
Santander. Within its spectacular landscape,
where there was originally an open cast iron
mine, the most ideal spaces have been
habilitated to house more than one hundred
species freely roaming around and living in an
atmosphere closely resembling their own
habitat. The park also successfully undertakes
scientific programmes for the reproduction of
threatened species such as the African elephant.
There are also informative and environmental
educational programmes the objective of which
is to familiarise visitors with the natural world.
There is an Environmental Classroom which
implements an entire programme of
educational activities directed at schoolchildren.
The Park also offers other activities such as
nature, flora and geology workshops, the
explorers club and guided visits by foot. (Tel.:
942 563 736).
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Pas, Pisuefia and Miera
valleys. The Pasiego towns.

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 70 Km.

A landscape replete with green meadows, high mountains and a typically
rural atmosphere is the predominant note of the Pasiego valleys which
are mainly farming valleys. Bathed by the Rivers Pas, Pisuefia and Miera,
its villages are full of numerous cabins.

The customs and traditions, linked to the transhumance pastures, depict
the Pasiego culture which in many places is still in place. The peace and

tranquillity of the atmosphere is in stark contrast to hard country life.

Castafneda.- The route starts at this point, in the region of Pisuefia,
located on the N-634. This municipality is home to one of the most important
Romanesque works in Cantabria, the Collegiate Church of Santa Cruz. Also
on the main road,next to the river, you can find the Cross of Castafieda.
This is a rustic cross dating back to the 17th century, evidence of numerous

stone cross distributed throughout the region.

Puente Viesgo.- In the village of Vargas take - H
) o .
the N-623 to Puente Viesgo, the locality alongside - i
the River Pas where you can find the Monte .
" . . . LIERGANES
Castillo caves, an important prehistoric
_ . VARGAS r
archaeological site where extremely L W
interesting cave paintings can be PUENTE VIESGO
viewed. % VILLACARRIEDO °§ _‘ E
. ul © i
. . ONTANEDA A 4 1.
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Ontaneda y Alceda.- continuing

south you pass San Vicente de Toranzo, the entry S5 MOUNTAIN STEW.

to the beautiful Anievas valley, and you reach Ontaneda and Alceda, a

historical site of houses with their coats of arms.

T

Vega de Pas.- rom Entrambasmestas, take the CA-263 to Vega de
Pas, capital of the Pasiego towns where the visitor can enjoy spectacular
surroundings and the picturesque atmosphere of the village square with
cobbled streets and traditional buildings. You must try its sobaos (regional
_ sponge cake) and quesadas (regional cheese cake), its most typical
gastronomic products. Along the CA-262, and going through the Puerto
de la Braguia, you reach Selaya and Villacarriedo, two
outstanding localities due to their civil architecture where you find the
Dofadio Palace, in mountain style, and the Sofianes Palace, purely baroque

in style.

San Roque de Riomiera.- The Lunada pass with its green

meadows, steep slopes and typical Pasiego cabins, is one of its main

attractions. Leaving San Roque de Riomiera along the CA-260 you reach
Liérganes. The end of the day is the right time for strolling
T through the Barrio de El Mercadillo (The Market District),

/_~ NG with its noble houses with long balconies adorned with
' flowers and family coats of arms, and for trying the
traditional hot chocolate and churros (strips of

. fried dough).




PASIEGO CLOGS.

Museum of the Pasiego Towns

The two floors comprising the Museum of the Three Pasiego Towns,

referred to as such because it represents the characteristics of the localities

of San Pedro del Romeral, San Roque de Riomiera and Vega de Pas, with

an “exact replica” of its old cabins which have been recreated with great

care.

The distribution of the building shows the peculiarities of winter in the

area since the Pasiego
culture has always been
characterised for practising
transhumance.

Atmospheres, such as the
kitchen, are recreated with
all their characteristic
equipment and the sleeping
area. The centre of the Three
Pasiego Towns also has a

Municipal Library and a

Documentary Centre, in which there is a compilation and exhibition of
literary or audiovisual collections on the areas of Pas-Miera and their

spheres of influence. (Tel.: 942 59 50 77).

RTISAN CARVING CLOGS AND OTHER UTENSILS.
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Trasmiera

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 85 Km.

The Trasmiera coast offers a route which is full of steep cliffs and abundant
sandy stretches where you find spectacular wild beaches such as those
of Langre and Galizano. These areas have seen summer tourism flourish

with numerous natural and leisure attractions.

Escalante.- This locality, where the route starts, still boasts important
architectonic civil and religious heritage. The Convent of the Capuchinos
de Montehano is home to the tomb of Dofia Barbara de Blomberg, the

mother of Don Juan of Austria, who spent her last days in this area.

Santofa.- By taking the CA-148 you reach the village of Argofios,
where you can visit the fishing neighbourhood of Ancillo and the Jado
Tidal Watermill (Tel.: 942 626 025). After this, and continuing along the
same road, you reach Santofia, one of the fishing towns with the longest
standing tradition.

Its location is very special, at the foot of Monte Buciero, and in the very

heart of the Natural Reserve of the Marshes of Santona.

Noja.- Noja can be reached along the CA-141, where you can visit, in
addition to its beaches, the Zilla Palace. Along the same road, and relatively
nearby, is the village of sla, which also has a palace worthy of highlight,
known as the “Condes de Isla”. Further ahead, in AjO, it is recommended
taking a fork to the right up to the lighthouse and to the left up to the
Romanesque Church of Santa Maria de Bareyo.

Continue until reaching Galizano and once there, take the CA-440 which
goes to Langre. This is a splendid example of Cantabria’s traditional
agricultural and farming coastal landscape with a beautiful beach, the

natural attributes of which are virtually intact.



Somo y Pedrefa.- Continuing
along the CA-141, the next destination

are the villages of Somo and Loredo, located
on the edges of the bay of Santander and

connected by a large beach. It is worth crossing the SHELLFISH FROM
THE CANTABRIAN SEA.

bridge over the Cubas Estuary to go to Pedrefia to

visit this seafaring locality where the famous golf course is located.

\
:;-

Villaverde de Pontones.- rom Somo and via the CA-433 and
then the CA-146, you reach Villaverde de Pontones, where you can see
impressive houses such as that of Mazarrasa. Nearby is the locality of
Omofio where, in the Garma cave, an important prehistoric archaeological

site was discovered.

Entrambasag Uas.- At the end of this route, Entrambasaguas is {
reached from Villaverde along the CA- 428 and the CA-425, which crosses
the A-8 motorway.

As with the rest of the villages in the area, Entrambasaguas has rich civil
heritage fundamentally comprised of houses and palaces. Another hidden
treasure is the so-called Fuente del Francés, which became an important
spa for thermal water during the 19th century. A small road departs very

close to the Carasa and Arredondo

. . Al0
rtal and | hi nnin
portal and leads to this stu g GALZANO ) SLA o
natural landscape. LANGRE g —
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MARSHES OF SANTONA.

Marshes of Santona

£ The Marshes of Santofia, Noja, Joyel and Victoria are a natural
landscape of spectacular beauty. They are an extremely
important refuge for anatids, a paradise for ornithologists

and nature lovers. Classified as a Natural

b
# Reserve, it has a surface area of 4,500
hectares and is home to a valuable ecosystem with
i an abundance of fauna and flora. It is a vital stopover

for bird migrations between the north of Europe and
Dofiana and the north of Africa. The birdlife in the
reserve is completely different in winter and summer
with both resident species and others which merely

pass through during specific periods of the year.
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Ason and Soba Valleys

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 70 Km. i3

The natural surroundings of the
Asén and Soba valleys are truly
paradisiacal. Their numerous
paths, landscapes and routes
offer countless attractions mainly
related to nature. The Collados
del Asén Natural Park, the source
of the River Gandara and its
network of caves are some of its

‘g s COLLADOS DEL ASON.
distinguishing features.

Colindres.- colindres has an interesting group of houses, amongst
which is that of Dofia Ana de Blomberg. Leaving this town take the N-

629 to follow the course of the River Ason.

Limpias.- This village has outstanding civil architecture reflecting its
prosperous and noble past as shown by its houses and palaces one of
which, the Eguilior Palace, has been converted into a National Tourist

State-Owned Hotel (Parador Nacional de Turismo).

Ampuero.- Continuing along the same <

il
HAZAS DE CESTO COrl'.INDRES

LIMPIAS

MPUERO " J

road is Ampuero, the capital of lower Ason.

CA-266

Close to Ampuero, specifically in Marrén,

is the Sanctuary of the Bien Aparecida, o 3
ARREDONDO 3
1

8

patron saint of Cantabria, whose festival is

celebrated on 15th September.
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COVALANAS PAINTINGS.

COVALANAS PAINTINGS.

Rasines.- Thisis a village which has a very old bullring its peculiarity

being that it is in the shape of a square.

Ramales de la Victoria.- llow the same road to reach this village.

In Ramales it is recommendable to visit the prehistoric Covalanas and

The route continues along the stunning Soba Val Iey, the capital of

which, Veguilla, is reached via the
CA-256. The road offers impressive
views of the Collados del Asén
Natural Park, which is reached
along vertiginous bends until
reaching the source of the River

Ason.

Arredondo.- A popular saying
affirms that Arredondo is the
“capital of the world"”. This has its
origins in the quantity of Indians
who left this area to go to
America. There are various
examples of architecture with

Indian roots.

Hazas de Cesto.- he last
section, purely scenic, goes through
the localities of Riba and Hazas de
Cesto, between mountains along
the CA-266.



Alto Asén Cave Network

More than four thousand caves are dispersed along the subsoil of the

Ason-Aguera area forming one of the largest subterranean systems in

Europe. The quantity and quality of these caves, some of which are joined
to each other, has led to this area becoming internationally renowned.
With the opening of the “Alto Ason
Cave Network”, these subterranean
treasures , formerly only known by
expert speleologists, have been
opened to the public through a
circuit of guided visits by
professionals who introduce anyone
to these geological marvels,
regardless of experience or fitness.

(Tel.: 942 646 504).
ENTRANCE TO THE TOCINOS CAVE.

GEOLOG/CAL FORMATIONS INSIDE A CAVE.



SR TR R

East Coast -

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE: 60 Km.

The east coast of Cantabria has
two of the most well-known
seafaring towns in the region:
Laredo and Castro Urdiales,
which become tourist hubs
during the summer months
thanks to their beautiful
beaches and the multitude of
services offered to visitors. This
AILA CLIFFS LAREDO.

is an area replete with steep

cliffs which provide marvellous views throughout the route.

Laredo.- This is the starting point of this route. Its most typical area
is comprised of the Puebla Vieja (Old Quarter) and El Arrabal, declared
as a Historical Artistic Site formed by narrow winding streets made up
of the most characteristic
buildings and where most of
the social and cultural activity
unfolds. However, the town’s
true heritage is its nature, the
Regaton beach in the area of
the Treto estuary and the
magnificent beach and dunes
of Salvé beach which is 5

kilometres long.



OrifdN.- From Laredo, in the direction of Castro Urdiales along the
N-634, is where this village, along with its small and sheltered beach, is

located.

Castro Urdiales.- castro Urdiales is reached
a few kilometres further ahead.

This town has numerous attractions for visitors.
Its history, which goes back to the Romans, can
be discovered through its monuments: The
gothic Church of Santa Maria, its Medieval
Castle and a fishing area comprised of narrow
streets is a local hive of activity.

A stroll along the Breakwater and a sample of some of its vast gastronomic
range, mainly based on fish and shellfish, is a more than attractive
alternative. Continuing along the same road is reached Santullan. From
here take the fork to the CA-522 in the direction of El Puente. This is
where the La Yseca Ironworks is located, which still has the tools and

instruments used for forging iron and other metals.

SefAa.- From El Puente, by taking the CA-511 and then the 510, the
route takes you to Ampuero passing the road
which leads to the Summit of Las Nieves 9
~= " LAREDO
where there is a megalithic construction. ss J-M.,gg__,. URD,ALOES
ORINON
Once in Ampuero, take the N-629 to v 2 i

é@? fo i
Limpias, and from there the fork to AMPUERO  EL me
Sefa along the CA-501. ‘J_fu
e
Having passed this locality there is a . ( ']

fantastic viewpoint over Laredo.



Ironworks
La Yseca

The art of forging was a widespread
activity in Cantabria for centuries. In
the district of La Magdalena in
Guriezo, bathed by the River Agiera, o 4
is one of the four factories in the area, /’\

the La Yseca Ironworks, which is still in good

condition thanks to having been restored. Dating

back to the 13th century, it shows the tools used for this activity and
related to the process of forging iron and other metals.

La Yseca Ironworks is surrounded by a thick forest of one hundred year
old trees. Its location was chosen as a result of the foundries’ need for
charcoal. Many families participated in its extraction and there are still

remains of these coalmines.




USEFUL ADDRESSES

Tourist Information Telephone: (+34) 901 111 112
Internet: www.turismodecantabria.com

Tourist Information Offices

CANTABRIAN GOVERNEMENT OFFICES

Main Tourist Office. Hernan Cortés 4, Mercado del Este. C.P. 39003 Santander.

Tel. (+34) 942 310 708 - Fax 942 313 248. ofitur@cantabria.org

Ferry terminal. C.P. 39002 Santander. Open on days of ferry arrivals.

Parayas airport. C.P. 39609 Camargo. Tel. 690 600 825

Castro Urdiales. Avda. de la Constitucion, s/n. C.P. 39700. Tel. 942 871 512 - Fax 942 871 337. turismocastro@cantabria.org
Laredo. Avda. Miramar, s/n. C.P. 39770. Tel. 942 611 096 - Fax 942 611 096. laredo@cantabria.org

Santillana del Mar. Jesus Otero, 20. C.P. 39330. Tel. 942 818 251 /942 818 812 - Fax 942 840 265. santillana@cantabria.org
Unquera (Open in Holy Week and over the summer). Ctra. N-634, km 279. C.P. 39560. Tel. 942 719 680 - Fax 942 719 681.

turismounquera@cantabria.org

Valladolid. Héroes del Alcazar, 22. C.P. 47001. Tel. 983 330 199 - Fax 983 338 581. ofiturvalladolid@hotmail.com

MUNICIPAL TOURIST OFFICES

Cabezon de la Sal. Botin, 1. C.P. 39500. Tel. 942 700 332 - Fax 942 701 944. turismo@cabezondelasal.net

Castillo (Arnuero). Antiguas Escuelas. C.P. 39193. Tel. 942 637 915

Comillas. / Joaquin del Piélago, 1. C.P. 39520. Tel. 942 722 591 - Fax 942 722 591. oficinadeturismo@comillas.es
Liendo. Bajos del Ayuntamiento. B® Hazas, 53. C.P. 39776. Tel. 636 997 016 - Fax 942 643 026.

Noja. Avda. del Ris 79/81. C.P. 39180. Tel. y Fax 942 631 516. oflc|nadetur|smo@n01atur|smoact|vo com
Ontaneda. B La Estacion s/n. C.P. 39680. Tel. 942 594 914 - Fax 942 594 922. ofitur@infonegocio.com

Potes. Independencia, 12. C.P. 39570. Tel. 942 730 787 - Fax 942 732 128. turismopotes@cantabria.org

Ramales de la Victoria. Bajos del Ayuntamiento. C.P. 39800. Tel. 942 646 504 /676 049 437 - Fax 942 678 414.
citason@cantabriainter.net

Reinosa. Avda. del Puente de Carlos Ill, 23. C.P. 39200. Tel. 942 755 215 - Fax 942 751 147. turismoreinosa@cantabria.org
San Vicente de la Barquera. Avda. del Generalisimo, 20. C.P. 39540. Tel. 942 710 797 - Fax 942 712 251.
turismosanvicente@cantabria.org

Santander. Jardines de Pereda, s/n. Tel. 942 203 000 - Fax 942 203 005

Torrelavega. Juan José Ruano, 9. C.P. 39300. Tel. y Fax 942 892 982. turismotorrelevega@cantabria.org

Valle de Villaverde. La Matanza, 4. C.P. 39800. Tel. 946 809 108

MUNICIPAL OFFICES OPEN ONLY IN SUMMER:

* Alceda ¢ Ajo (Bareyo) ® Ampuero * Argofios ® Camalefio ¢ Colindres ¢ Isla ¢ La Vega (Vega de Liébana)

* Liencres ¢ Liérganes ¢ Linares ¢ Los Tojos (Correpoco) ® Noja * Pedrefia ® Polientes e Puentenansa

¢ Puente Viesgo ¢ Ruente ¢ San Miguel de Meruelo ¢ San Roque de Riomiera ¢ Santa Maria de Cayon (Sarén) e Santander
(Sardinero) e Santofia * Somo ¢ Soto de la Marina (Sta. Cruz de Bezana) ¢ Suances ¢ Tama (Castro Cillorigo) ¢ Trecefo.

Other information resources

Club de Calidad Cantabria Infinita. Tel. 942 208 280 » www.calidadcantabria.com

Hotel and Catering Business Association. Tel. 942 367 030 ® www.reservascantabria.com

Cantabria Rural Tourism Business Association. Tel. 942 217 000 ® www.turismoruralcantabria.com
Cantabria Camping Business Association. Tel. 942 367 030

Cantabria Travel Agency Business Association (AEDAVE). Tel. 942 319 060  www.ceoecant.es/aedave
Saja-Nansa Booking Centre. Tel. 942 712 550 » www.sajanansa.com

Regional Ministry of Culture, Tourism
and Sports and CANTUR

Prehistory and Archaeology Museum (Santander). Tel. 942 207 109
Palacio de Sobrellano (Comillas). Tel. 942 720 339

Monte Castillo Information Centre and Monte Castillo Caves (Puente Viesgo). Tel. 942 598 425
Cueva de El Soplao. Celis (Puentenansa). Call Center 902 820 282

Cueva de Hornos de la Pefa (San Felices de Buelna). Tel. 942 598 425
Cueva de Covalanas (Ramales de la Victoria). Tel. 942 646 504

Cueva de El Pendo (Escobedo de Camargo). Tel. 942 259 214

Cueva de Chufin (Riclones, Puentenansa). Tel. 942 727 457

Cantabria Ethnography Museum (Muriedas, Camargo). Tel. 942 251 347
Cantabrian Marine Museum. Tel. 942 274 962

Carrejo Nature Museum. Tel. 942 701 808

Domus de Juliébriga. Tel. 626 325 927

Roman Hot Springs of Camesa - Rebolledo (Valdeolea). Tel. 626 325 932
Tudanca House-Museum. Tel. 942 729 025

Nature Park of Cabarceno. Tel. 942 563 736

Abra del Pas Golf Course. Tel. 942 577 597

Nestares Golf Course. Tel. 942 771 127

Alto Campoo Ski Resort. Tel. 942 779 222

Fuente Dé Cable Car. Tel. 942 736 610

Hotel Venta de Carmona. Tel. 942 728 057 (CLOSED)

Hotel la Corza Blanca. Ctra. Reinosa-Tresmares, km 24. Tel. 942 779 250
Hotel Refugio de Aliva. Tel. 942 730 999

Altamira National Museum. Tel. 942 818 815 ¢ http:/museodealtamira.mcu.es

Climate

Warm Atlantic weather, moderated by the ocean. Average rainfall and mild temperatures all year.
Average temperatures at sea level (° {
February: minimum 5.9°, maximum 13.8°
May: minimum 10.7°, maximum 18.5°
August: minimum 16.1°, maximum 23.7°
October: minimum 11.3°, maximum 19.6°

YEARLY AVERAGE: minimum 10.2°, maximum 18.1°
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